trade is necessary. While the authors conclude that the balance between food self-sufficiency and comparative advantage currently rests with the commercialization of agriculture, exclusive reliance on either cash crops or food crops is not in the best interest of the people in most regions.
The most space is allotted to a quantitative examination of the major trends in worldwide grain production, consumption, and trade during the past 25 years and covers countries that account for 86% of the total area and 88% of world cereal production. It contains 48 tables as well as appendices giving cultivated area and grain yields for 24 developing countries and the USSR. While food production in developing countries has kept pace with, and frequently exceeded, population growth since 1961, food dependency, as measured by the growth in the value of food imports, has skyrocketed. Many countries that were once net food exporters are now substantial importers.
The attainment of food self-sufficiency has been a major goal of most developing countries. The authors provide a valuable and balanced analysis of the tradeoffs for developing countries of emphasizing food crops or feed crops. Variability in grain yields: Implications for agricultural research and policy in developing countries. Edited by Jock R. Anderson and Peter B. R. Hazell. Johns Hopkins University Press, Baltimore, Md., USA, and London, 1989 . 395 pages, indexed. US$45.
The strongest argument for the ability of developing countries to feed their current and immediately foreseeable populations and close the large gap in crop yields between food-short developing countries is the much higher yields in the more agriculturally advanced countries. Even within both developing and industrialized countries there are large differences in the yields of the more advanced and the less advanced farmers. This book provides abundant evidence in support of this thesis for all who are concerned with agricultural and food policy in developing countries. References are consolidated at the end of the volume.
